PUBLIC LAW 104-1912AUG. 21, 1996 110 STAT. 
2027 


"(2) SPECIAT. RULFSI 
"(A) FIRST 12-MONTH prRIOnEExcent Ht 
resnect. 
enons and modifications to code He 
upGe anon a- 
anh (RB). the Secretary may not adopt any 
modification 
to a standard adonted under this nart. durina 


the 12-month 
neriod beginning on the date the standard is 
initiallv 
adonted. unless the Secretarv determines that. 
the modifica- 
tion is necessarv in- order” to nermit. 
compliance with the 
standard. 
"(BY ADDITIONS von es Oy TO CODE SETS 
H(i) TN GENFRAT. he Secretarw shall ensure that. 
nrocedures exist for the routine maintenance, testing, 
enhancement. and exnan:s of code sets. 
(ii) ADDITIONAL RULES.—If a code set is 
modified 
under this suhsection. the modified code 
set. shall 
include instructions on how data elements 
of ealth 


information that were encoded prior to the 
modification 

mav be converted or translated so as to 
nreserve the 

informational value of the data elements 
that. existed 
hefore the modification. Anv modification 
to a code 
set under this suipseanan shall Be 
imvlemented 

manner that minimizes the: disruption aaa 
cost ees of 
complying with such modification. 


"REQUIREMENTS 


"SEC. 1175. (a) RAT TRANSACTIONS RY PTANSI42 us 
"(1) IN GENERAT f a nerson desires to 
conduct. trans- 
action referred to in Saction 1 M7ERWay) with a 
health plan 
as a standard transactiona 
"(A) the health vlan mav not refuse to 
conduct such 
transaction as a standard transaction: 
"(B) the insurance plan may not delay such 
transaction. 
or otherwise adverselv affect. or attemnt t 


adverselv affect. 
the nerson or the transaction on the around 
that. the trans- 


ction is a standard transaction: and 


(C the information transmitted and_ received 
in 


connection with the transaction shall be in the form of 
standard data elements of health i ation. 
"(2.) SATISFACTION OF REOUTREMENTS he Wee may 


Satisfy [he reauirements under naraaranh 
( directly transmitting and Pho eee 
standard data 
elements of health information: or 
"(B) submittina nonstandatd data 
elements to a health 


care clearinghouse’ for nrocessina — into 
standar _ , data ele- 
ments and transmission by the health care 
clearinahouse. 
and receiving standard = data elements 
through the health 
care clearinahoause. 
"(2) TIMETARI.E FOR COMPIIANCFLParaaranh (1) shall not 
be construed to reauire a health nlan to comnlv with anv 
standard, implementation specification, or modification to a 
ances or specification adopted or established by the 
ec- 
retary under sections 1172 through 1174 at any time 
prior 
to the date_on which the nlan is reauired to comply with 
the standard or snecification under subsection (b). 
"(b) COMPTIANCE WITH § DARDS 
"(1) INITIAL COMPLIANCE 


